
AWARD WINNING 

5 Amateur Dramatic Societies5 Amateur Dramatic Societies  

2 Youth Theatre Companies2 Youth Theatre Companies  

8 Dance  Groups8 Dance  Groups  

Various Community GroupsVarious Community Groups  

= =   

8 different shows8 different shows  

  2 plays, Pantomimes2 plays, Pantomimes  

Dance showsDance shows  

Community activitiesCommunity activities  

ΦΦΦƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΗ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǾŜƴǳŜΧΦ 

  www.catsyouththeatre.orgwww.catsyouththeatre.org  

  Theatre Church, Seymour RoadTheatre Church, Seymour Road  

  Astley Bridge, Bolton BL1 8PGAstley Bridge, Bolton BL1 8PG  
    

C.A.T.S. Youth Theatre is a registered charity in England and Wales: 1140379C.A.T.S. Youth Theatre is a registered charity in England and Wales: 1140379  

C.A.T.S Youth Theatre is a company limited by guarantee, company number 7557649, C.A.T.S Youth Theatre is a company limited by guarantee, company number 7557649,   

England & WalesEngland & Wales  

Registered office: 73 Smethurst Lane, Middle Hulton, Bolton BL3 3QJRegistered office: 73 Smethurst Lane, Middle Hulton, Bolton BL3 3QJ  
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IN her review of Little Shop of Horrors, performed by the Five Saints Amateur Theatre Company at the 
¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ !ǎǘƭŜȅ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ Yŀǘ 5ƛōōƛǘǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ Ŏŀǎǘ άǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 
ƛǎ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ .ƻƭǘƻƴΩǎ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜ ǎŎŜƴŜέΦ  
  

Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Theatre Church, which is home to no fewer than five well-loved local groups.  
  

¢ƘŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŦŜƭǘ ōȅ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ  
overstated and the loss of such a well-ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘǊŀƎƛŎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƛǘǎ ǳǎŜǊǎΣ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ άŀƳ 
ŘǊŀƳƳŜǊǎέΦ  
  

I stand fully behind the tireless Paul Cohen, of CATS, in his efforts to raise money to save the building for 
the community if the Methodist Church has to sell the premises. There has been some discussion recently 
about a home for amateur theatre in the town and, as far as I can see, the Theatre Church provides the 
ideal solution, although I appreciate funds are needed for essential repairs.  
  

tŀǳƭΩǎ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ нлΣ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ L ƘƻǇŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ  
campaign by theatre lovers to ensure the curtain does not come down this excellent venue and that the 
future for these groups is indeed bright.  
 
Mark Weatherall Sharples Bolton                                      BOLTON NEWS  LETTERS, 18TH May 2011 

Itõs all about community !! 

In 1868, the Astley Bridge Wesleyan Chapel was built on the site on Seymour Road, costing just 
over £5,000. It was a typical Wesleyan Chapel with a gallery going round the central raised pulpit. 
It seated about 900 people in top quality wooden pews. 
  

However, in the mid 1960s, with congregations at only about 80 people, various schemes were 
brought forward for altering the present chapel to seat less. In 1966, the Reverend Leslie Marsh 
arrived at Seymour Road and brought forward the idea of a conversion to make a multi-purpose 
building - a Theatre Church.  
  
Building work started in 1968, and 12 months and £18,000 later the newly modelled Theatre 
Church was opened, completed with 250 tip-up theatre seats, a 20 ft stage, and lighting and 
sound systems.  

HELP CATS Youth Theatre BUY HELP CATS Youth Theatre BUY HELP CATS Youth Theatre BUY THEATRE CHURCH THEATRE CHURCH THEATRE CHURCH    S
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LEST WE FORGET 
The memorial situated in the communion area of the church record the names of those  

members of the church who gave their lives in the  1914-1918 and  1939-1945 wars. 

CATS Youth Theatre 

This brochure portrays the importance of the building to the community and how       
important it is to retain the facility as a theatre  and  community facility. 
  
The impending sale by the Methodist Church could result in the facility being lost to 
those who currently use it and the wider community who enjoy it.  



!ǘ /!¢{  ǿŜΩǊŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŀǎ 
children and leave as adults and we feel we are now producing quality of the  type that can make a career in professional 
theatre and television. 
  

²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƴƻǿΚ   ²ŜƭƭΧΧΧΦΦΦ 

DANIEL WHITEHEAD Highly acclaimed and award winning in his principal and lead roles with 
us. Upon leaving CATS, Danny took up a course at theatrically prestigious Guildford           
University and has recently graduated with the additional notable success of securing a part 
in the cast of the forthcoming Broadway transfer of South Pacific. The show opened at the 
Barbican in August and then began a national tour . 

 
ALICE FINLAY Never shying away from challenging character roles and a  talented dancer, 
Alice  now lives most of the time in Hollywood having won a scholarship to the National  
Dance Academy in Los Angeles. Definitely one to watch out for in the future. 

 
KATY CLAYTON An outwardly modest demeanour understates a big singing and acting      
talent. Katy  is still with us , being involved in numerous lead roles. She is already carving out 
a TV career and most recently was the major non-regular character in an episode of Holby 
City. Soon to be screened is Katy in a role in an episode of Shameless.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƛƴ     
amateur dramatics, feeding talent into long              
established local societies but choose an alternative 
profession. Many of our past members are now      
forging successful careers in our community, such as 
Gilly Blair, now a qualified nurse, Jen Scrafton, a     
Marketing Officer at the University of Salford and Liz 
Baxendale , a qualified accountant. 

CATS Youth Theatre (CATS) was formed in 1994 by Louise and Paul Cohen, to provide an education in stage skills and  
experience in theatrical performance for young people aged between 8 and 21 years, open to all social groups on a not 
for profit basis.  
  

Presently charges are £1 per week for  junior members and £1.75 per week for senior  
members. 
CATS aims to challenge young people to develop Confidence,  Creativity and Consideration for others, in the context of 
amateur theatre. CATS is for young people of all races and  
social backgrounds who are keen to develop their interest in drama and performance in a concentrated way . 
  

In 2011 CATS became a registered charity to consolidate and protect its legacy at the site for current and future       
members with a view to raising sufficient funds to buy the theatre and ensure it remains in the hands of  those who will 
continue to operate it to the benefit of the community. 

CATS Youth Theatre 



The Youth Theatre is for children and young people of ages ranging from 10 to 18 years, and has two very simple 
aims: 
- To introduce young people to the world of theatre 
- To give young people a worthwhile and enjoyable hobby 
  

Each year the Youth Theatre performs a musical show in March or April. The venue for the 2012 production will 
be the Theatre Church, Seymour Road, Astley Bridge, Bolton.   
  

The members are trained by experienced adults in general stagecraft, acting, singing, movement and dance, and 
during the show are accompanied by a small orchestra, with professional lighting and sound. There is no audition 
to join the Youth Theatre, although auditions are normally held for those interested in taking principal roles in the 
show. Youth membership costs £10.00 per year, which goes towards paying for insurance, hire of the rehearsal 
premises and the increasingly high costs involved in staging a musical show.  
  

The adults in charge are mindful of the need for a secure environment for young people, and their welfare and 
safety are ensured as far as is reasonably and humanly possible. 
  

Youth Theatre members gain in confidence, make new friends, learn a lot about stage-work, and generally have a 
ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŦǳƴΗ  aŀƴȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ǊƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ aǳǎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ /ƘƻǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ 
learning the arts of Production, Choreography and Musical Direction. Some have taken up Drama at college and 
even entered the professional  world. Most will find a hobby for life, so why not give it a try! 

The company was formed in 1930 as Farnworth Amateur and Dramatic Society "to educate the public and   
develop their appreciation and taste in plays, drama, comedies, operettas, and other dramatic and operatic 
works" (extract from original constitution) and whilst we might not now put it in quite these terms, we have for 
more than eighty years, tried to present the very best of theatre to our audience. With the exception of 1939-
45 the company has produced a musical show annually, and from time to time a concert for other charitable 
organisations. In the early 80's we added a biannual musical revue and in 1999 we introduced a Drama Section 
and have achieved success with our plays going from strength to strength each year. In 2002 we produced our 
first pantomime to encourage youngsters to join us and experience the excitement and pleasures of live     
theatre. This year we won Best Pantomime at the BATS awards for Snow White and the Seven Dwarves, which 
was performed at Theatre Church. 
  

Whatever we do is down to the members, a family of over 130 members held together by the desire to be part 
of the performing arts. In 2001 we changed our name to Farnworth Performing Arts Company (Farnworth PAC) 
because it reflects better the different kinds of theatrical activities we are involved in and to achieve our      
aspirations to develop and grow in the future. We have the organisational skills and knowledge to meet the 
public's appetite for live productions both in the theatre and in the community. We welcome and encourage 
new members to join the Company in whatever aspect of theatrical activity. Everyone has a talent to offer so if 
your place is not on the stage there is still a slot just for you.  
 

If Theatre Church is not available, the children who are our future will have no 
venue in which to perform our pantomime! 
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Farnworth Performing Arts Company (FPAC) 
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The Youth Theatre is for children and young people of ages ranging from 10 to 18 years, and has two very simple 
aims: 
- To introduce young people to the world of theatre 
- To give young people a worthwhile and enjoyable hobby 
  

Each year the Youth Theatre performs a musical show in March or April. The venue for the 2012 production will 
be the Theatre Church, Seymour Road, Astley Bridge, Bolton.   
  

The members are trained by experienced adults in general stagecraft, acting, singing, movement and dance, and 
during the show are accompanied by a small orchestra, with professional lighting and sound. There is no audition 
to join the Youth Theatre, although auditions are normally held for those interested in taking principal roles in the 
show. Youth membership costs £10.00 per year, which goes towards paying for insurance, hire of the rehearsal 
premises and the increasingly high costs involved in staging a musical show.  
  

The adults in charge are mindful of the need for a secure environment for young people, and their welfare and 
safety are ensured as far as is reasonably and humanly possible. 
  

Youth Theatre members gain in confidence, make new friends, learn a lot about stage-work, and generally have a 
ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŦǳƴΗ  aŀƴȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ǊƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ aǳǎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ /ƘƻǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ 
learning the arts of Production, Choreography and Musical Direction. Some have taken up Drama at college and 
even entered the professional  world. Most will find a hobby for life, so why not give it a try! 

CƛǾŜ {ŀƛƴǘǎ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ {ǘ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΩǎ !ƳŀǘŜǳǊ aǳǎƛŎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ мфтнΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǿŀǎ  
completed in 2007 to fall in line with the parish in which the society is linked. 
  

In 2007, the society moved to the Theatre Church to present is main musical production. This is now home to Five Saints.  
  

The society is well established and since moving to the Theatre Church has had the opportunity to produce more challenging 
shows. Their  2011 production ς Little Shop of Horrors  - is testament to this.   

Little Shop is a big success   by Kat Dibbits                               Bolton News, April 28th, 2011 
  

FIRST-time director Beth Corrigan chose an ambitious production for her debut with Little Shop of Horrors, and the (mostly) 
ȅƻǳƴƎ Ŏŀǎǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƘŜǊ ŘƻǿƴΦ  !ǎ ƛǎ ǎƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƻǊ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘƻƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ τ although 
ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀŎǘƻǊΦ WŀƳŜǎ 9ŎŎƭŜǎƘŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΣ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǎ !ǳŘǊŜȅΩǎ ǎŀŘƛǎǘƛŎ ŘŜƴǘƛǎǘ        
boyfriend Orin and then as the media mogul Bernstein, the booking agent Skip Snip and, in a rather fetching skirt, as Mrs 
Luce, wife of the editor of Life magazine.  
Jamie Fletcher was endearing as the sweet and bumbling Seymour, while Laura Foster provided the warmth and heart of the 
show as Audrey, the object of his affections. The leads are both naturals on stage, and their performances were truly      
charming. Of course the true star of the show is Audrey II, the monstrous alien plant that is set on taking over the world. It is 
brought to terrifying life by Jamie Taylor and Matthew Gavin, who voiced and operated the giant plant respectively, and they 
did a sterling job of making it a real lurking menace.  
The set was professionally constructed, with impressive touches such as the graffiti on the walls giving a real touch of Skid 
Row, and the increasing amount of stock in the shop as their fortunes grow showing a true thoughtfulness on the part of the 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ .ƻƭǘƻƴΩǎ  
amateur theatre scene.  

St Paul's (Astley Bridge) AOS began in a modest way when a number of members of the 'Musical and Dramatic Society'  
(established just after WORLD WAR ONE) became dissatisfied with their existing group as it began to produce only plays. In 
1930 John Leyland produced the pantomime 'Robinson Crusoe'. It was staged for two performances as were the following 
shows in the succeeding years: 'Dick Whittington', 'Cinderella' and 'Queen of Hearts'. The total income for a show in those 
days never exceeded £48.00 and out of that the society had to pay fees, royalties, script charges, costume hire, scenery and 
stage costs etc.  
  

After 'Queen of Hearts' our bank balance was at £3.00 - a handsome sum when you think about the fact that tickets cost 1/6d 
(7.5  new pence)! The 1934/35 season saw St Paul's deliver its first true musical: 'A Country Girl'. During the next few years, 
ticket sales increased in leaps and bounds and pasties and tea began to be served in the intervals for 6d! 
  

Between 1973-present there have been many directors and MDs for the shows of St. Paul's AOS and we continue to thrive. 
Directors have included: Mike Rodgers, Steve Eckersley, Louise Cohen and Paul Cohen. MDs have included: Rev. Peter Barnett, 
Nicola Worral and Lesley Hampson. In 1999, St Paul's once again began putting on plays as well as musicals.  
  

aȅ CŀƛǊ [ŀŘȅ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлммΥ ά{ǘ tŀǳƭϥǎ !h{, celebrating its 80th anniversary this year, has done it again.ò   Bolton News   

 

Five Saints Amateur  Theatre Company 

St Paulõs Amateur Operatic Society 



Christine Raynor School of Dance 

'Orr Theatre Dance Centre & Agency' operated by principals Christine & Barbara Orr are a family owned business in 
Farnworth, and have been performing Dance Shows at Theatre Church since 1999. We hold our Dance Shows every 
two years, our last Show was March 2010. 
Our children perform from 2 years upwards. We run classes in Ballet, Tap, Modern Jazz, Street Dance, Drama &   
Singing.  All our Children live locally in the area. 
We have been in Business running a Theatre School from May 1994. It is very sad to learn of the potential  closure of  
Theatre Church. Some of our pupils who are represented by our Casting Agency, 'Orr Management Agency' have 
appeared in TV Productions, Commercials & Professional Theatre Productions. Amongst them, Sam Cain who ap-
peared in 'The Habit of Art' by Alan Bennett at the Lowry Theatre Salford Quays & The Grand Theatre Leeds last year; 
Ryan Gaskell who appeared with James Nesbitt in the Production of 'Monroe' by Mammoth Screen on Channel 4; 
Amber Munsie who has appeared in Iceland Commercials, & The Cup Production BBC2 Hartswood Film Production.; 
and, Libby Kirkpatrick who appeared in a Christmas Campaign for Sainsbury. 

Established in Wigan over 60 years ago, The Buckley School of Dance has become highly respected with excellent 
exam results, considerable success in competitions at local and national level and outstanding school shows. 
We constantly strive to maintain and improve these standards, resulting in a hardworking school with great rewards! 
The Buckley School of Dance provides professional and disciplined dance training in a fun, encouraging and friendly 
environment. Classes are available for Beginner to Advanced level students, from 2 year olds to adults 
We are able to provide affordable tuition, so that everyone has the opportunity to fulfil their dancing desire! 
  

The Buckley School of Dance is dedicated to bringing out the best in every child. Whether the aim is to improve    
coordination, to gain confidence and grace, to learn the joy of movement or to train for a career in dance - every 
child is important. Dance provides opportunities for children of all ages to experience the thrill of performance, the 
satisfaction of setting goals and achieving them, and to learn the discipline inherent in dance. Dance creates friends 
and memories for life! 
  

The Buckley School of Dance strives to provide students with as many chances to perform as possible.  Every student 
has the fantastic opportunity to perform in our bi-annual school shows held at Theatre Church. 
With no professional theatre facilities available in Wigan, we rely greatly on the Theatre Church to provide our     
students with a realistic theatre experience, and they are never disappointed. The end results are fantastic and the 
students are thrilled to be dancing in such an environment. The show is the highlight of the year for students,    
teachers and parents.  A chance to see all our hard work put together with costumes, backdrops, props and lighting 
all in a wonderful professional theatre venue. 
hǳǊ нлмл ǎƘƻǿ Ϧ¢ƻƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ bƛƎƘǘΗϦ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΗ  An entertaining production which had students  
smiling, parents crying proud tears and audience members wanting to get up and dance! 

Christine Raynor Academy of Dance has been offering high quality dance teaching since 1980 for students of all ages 
in the Standish area.  We have ISTD and RAD qualified teachers providing lessons in Ballet, Tap, Modern, Jazz, Cheer 
Leading and now Zumba.  We operate from a purpose built studio complex in the heart of Standish, supporting the 
local community at festivals etc. 
We have been using the Theatre Church every other year since 2004, when the Linacre Theatre in Wigan closed 
down.  h ǳǊ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻǊ ŎŀƴŎŜǊ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŎƘŀǊƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŜǎΣ 5ŜǊƛŀƴ IƻǳǎŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
hospice and Wigan Neo-Natal unit.  We have had a very happy time at The Theatre Church, it is an ideal venue for 
dance shows with plenty of room behind stage, superb lighting and sound and a warm, friendly atmosphere.   
Performing on stage gives all the students the opportunity to gain confidence in a pseudo professional environment 
and we have had many of them go on to professional careers in the performing arts. We look forward to performing 
our next show in December 2011. 

The Golden School of Dancing was first established in 1991.  Over the  last 20 years we have successfully held all our 
school shows at the Theatre Church, which take place approximately every 2 years. Our last show involved 240     
children taking part, performing on 8 nights.  It has fantastic facilities for dance schools to hold performances, and it 
is an ideal venue to many groups since there is nothing similar in the area.  Theatre Church would be greatly missed 
if we were unable to perform there again. 

The Golden School of Dance Northern Productions 

Orr Theatre Dance Centre & Agency 
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Buckley School of Dancing 



Friends for over 30 years, Alison Johnson & Heidi Wilson established the Bolton School of Dance & Drama in 
1984. As fully qualified and registered teachers of the Imperial Society of Teachers of Dancing (ISTD) the 
school provides coaching five days a week in Classical Ballet, Tap, Modern, Jazz and Street Dance from 3yrs to 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨƳƻǊŜ ƳŀǘǳǊŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ½ǳƳōŀΦ ¢ƛƳ 
Platt leads the healthy Drama Performance Group. His classes build on basic acting techniques as well as   
introducing new ones and Tim regularly develops exciting new ideas and projects for the group to perform.  
Very much part of the local community, the Bolton School of Dance & Drama is built on an excellent          
reputation with an impressive 100% examination pass rate. Alison & Heidi pride themselves on creating a 
friendly caring atmosphere within the school and being able to nurture the child who seeks a career in       
performance but also more importantly being able to provide valuable training and social experiences for 
everyone thus building confidence and enhancing social awareness. The school offers a variety of                
opportunities for each and every child; including local displays, examination training and performances in 
shows every other year at the Theatre Church Seymour Road Bolton. The Theatre Church provides a fantastic, 
professional experience for every member of the school and for children it is a vitally important part of     
building confidence and enhancing social awareness. We have held dance shows and pantomimes at the 
Theatre Church since 1994; everyone thoroughly enjoys performing at the Theatre and we hope that the   
community facility continues for many years to come.  

NORTHERN PRODUCTIONS  is a northern based touring theatre company frequently visiting  Theatre 
Church Astley Bridge on a circuit which includes Pendle Hippodrome, Todmorden Hippodrome, Burnley 
Mechanics, St. Helens Theatre Royal, Stockport Plaza, Robert Powell Theatre Salford, Clitheroe Grand 
and Bolton Albert Halls. In the  most recent visit to Theatre Church audiences totalling 1200 were       
entertained.  
ά[ƻǎǎ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƻǿƴ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ  ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŘŀƳŀƎƛƴƎ  ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦέ 

The Theatre Dance School has been teaching dance to the local community since 1989. We moved into our present home in 1991 
and this year we have been celebrating 20 years of teaching at Theatre Church. We are open weekdays and Saturdays running over 
45 classes per week, teaching RAD & ISTD Ballet, ISTD Tap, Modern, Jazz, Yoga, Zumba and fitness classes, Street dance and hip hop 
ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΣ ŘǊŀƳŀΣ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ  hǳǊ ŀƎŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ оȅǊǎ ǘƻ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ōƻȅǎΩ Ŏƭŀsses    
available.  
  

We run dance examinations four times a year and have a 100% pass rate, and our annual show at the Theatre Church is always a sell 
out with a waiting list for tickets!  We perform every year at the Bolton Dance Festival and at many local events helping to attract an 
audience to raise money for local charities.  Our Musical Theatre Group rehearse once a week and put on three performances a year 
at the Theatre Church which gives invaluable experience to our pupils and helps gain their confidence and high standard they strive 
to achieve.  We also hold a summer school every year providing an intensive performing arts course for all children from age five to 
sixteen giving them the chance to showcase their talents, this regularly involves other members of the community who do not    
normally attend our dance school. 
  

The Theatre Church has been our home for over twenty years and we would be extremely sad to see the demise of such a fantastic 
site. Our pupils and their parents rely on the accessibility and the perfect facilities it has to offer.  The annual performance we put 
on brings the whole community together with all our pupils and parents working together to ensure the best performance standard 
is achieved, whether that be from making costumes to performing. The Dance School Show is a time many look forward to and the 
affordable facility at the Theatre Church ensures everyone can take part without adding extra costs which could make it inaccessible 
for some.   
  

The success of the dance school shows in the facts that we are now seeing second generation of children starting our classes, our 
student teachers are all members of the dance school who are now pursuing careers in dance and teachers who have attended the 
school from a young age and have now gained their full teaching qualifications and have continued to teach at the school.  We have 
Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ǉŀǎǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎΦ   !ƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ Ǝoes 
to show that the Theatre Church site is extremely important part of our local community and provides fantastic opportunities for 
many young and old. 

Northern Productions 

Theatre Dance School 

Bolton School of Dance 

Starlight Studios 



 

 

Weight Watchers has 35-50 attendees per week. Area manager: Joanne Oldham  JOldham@weight-watchers.co.uk.  

34th Bolton Seymour Road Brownies was opened in January 1963.  It is now one of only three packs remaining in 
Astley Bridge and members travel from other areas of north Bolton to attend our weekly meetings. We cater for girls 
aged 7-10 and welcome members irrespective of race, faith or disability.  Our programme encourages members to 
further develop their interpersonal skills and to work both individually and as members of a team.  They are  
encouraged to participate in the planning of the unit programme and are always keen to undertake a new interest 
badge or challenges.  We have recently celebrated the 100th Anniversary of Guiding in the UK and joined in district 
and county wide activities.   
  

We have a great set of parents who are always willing to join us in our activities and are regular helpers passing on 
their skills and experiences.  We have several parents who were themselves Brownies who encouraged their       
daughters to join.  Our current record is three generations from the same family all involved with Brownies and  
Rainbows at the Theatre Church. Most of the girls move to Guides shortly before their 11th birthday but are always 
popping in to visit us to let us what they are up to.   
It would be a shame if we had to disband or move as next year we will be starting to plan our 50 years at the Theatre 
Church celebration. 

¢ƘŜ мǎǘ {ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ wŀƛƴōƻǿ ǇŀŎƪ ǊŜ-opened in October 2010 after having to close the previous year.  We have now 
linked closely with Seymour Road Brownies and share their facilities and leaders.  By December we were full and 
now have a waiting list. 
  

Rainbows are aged 5 to 7 years old and meet weekly.  Our activities include craft, games, stories and plays.  We have 
had visits from the Police to talk about stranger danger and also had parents and friends attend to give dance       
lessons.  We recently held a campfire at which we had supper, toasted marshmallows and sang Guiding songs.  
  

Rainbows recently celebrated their 21st birthday along with the Girl Guide Associations 100th birthday.   
Members usually move into Brownies when they reach 7 but enjoy the continuity of meeting on the same night at 
the same venue. 

7th Bolton bƻǊǘƘ {Ŏƻǳǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǎǘƭŜȅ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфнлΩǎΤ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘǎ 
name has adjusted due to district boundary changes; it (unlike many other groups) continued to operate throughout 
the war years. The 7th has merged with, and taken over several other local scout groups over the years; including the 
пуǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ рлǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ нлǘƘ ό{ŜȅƳƻǳǊ wŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘǎΦύ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƴ ΨƻǇŜƴ ƎǊƻǳǇΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
people and has continuously provided for all prescribed age ranges.   Age groups start with Beavers (6 to 8), then 
Cubs (8 to 10.5), Scouts (10.5 to 14), and Explorers (14 to 18). Members may then join the Network Section (18 to 
25).  We cover all aspects of the scouting curriculum, which aims to offer activities that are exciting and challenging, 
whilst promoting skills acquisition, responsibility, community spirit and consideration for others. We meet on two 
nights per week; Beavers and Cubs meet on Wednesdays and Scouts on Fridays. Our Headquarters are in the Theatre 
Church car park off Seymour Road (this was the home of the old 20th Seymour Road Methodists) and we normally 
meet there, unless we are out and about on adventures.  The 7th has historically focussed on outdoor and survival 
skills.  Both Cubs and Scouts go to camp at least once a year, but Scouts (being older) camp, hike, and bivouac more 
often, in more distant places, for longer periods. Our Scouts went to Devon this year, but every 3 years there is an 
ŜȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀōǊƻŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ нлмл ǿŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ bƻǊǿŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ DǊƻǳǇΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ ƘŜƭǇŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ 
social and fundraising programme, via family camps, dinner dances, quiz nights and folk evenings.  

The Theatre Church provides the community with an excellent meeting point which has been used by Police in  
the past.  The Theatre Church also enables the community and particular local youths to be able to engage in  
positive activities and contribute to the community and is an excellent venue for the community.  
                    
Sharples and Astley Bridge CBM,  Bolton East Neighbourhood Team 
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  7th Bolton North Scouts 

Community Police Neighbourhood Forum 

Weight Watchers 

Word Search 
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The Theatre Church provides the community with an excellent meeting point which has been used by Police in  
the past.  The Theatre Church also enables the community and particular local youths to be able to engage in  
positive activities and contribute to the community and is an excellent venue for the community.  
                    
Sharples and Astley Bridge CBM,  Bolton East Neighbourhood Team 
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ACTOR DANIEL JOINS FIGHT TO SAVE 

THEATRE CHURCH 
Bolton News Sunday 16th October 2011 

 
A WEST End actor has given his support to the campaign to save the Theatre Church. 
  

5ŀƴƛŜƭ ²ƘƛǘŜƘŜŀŘ Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŀŘŜ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜōǳǘ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ ŀǘ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ .ŀǊōƛŎŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ   
being a member of CATS Youth Theatre, who have their home at the church in Seymour Road, Astley Bridge. 

Bolton-ōƻǊƴ aǊ ²ƘƛǘŜƘŜŀŘ ǎŀƛŘΥ άLΩǾŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ ƭƻŀŘǎ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǿƛǘƘ /!¢{ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ 
their rehearsal venue too, so it is a really important place to CATS members τ ƛǘ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜΦέ 
  

Campaign organisers are hoping to raise £750,000 to keep the church open as a theatre venue and community 
centre. Theatre groups who use the church include CATS, Farnworth Performing Arts Company, Bolton Catholic 
aǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ /ƘƻǊŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ {ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ό!ǎǘƭŜȅ .ǊƛŘƎŜύ !ƳŀǘŜǳǊ hǇŜǊŀǘƛŎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ CƛǾŜ {ŀƛƴǘǎ !ƳŀǘŜǳǊ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ 
Company. 
  

/!¢{ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊ tŀǳƭ /ƻƘŜƴ ǎŀƛŘΥ άhǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅǎ ŜƛƎƘǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǿǎΣ ǘǿƻ ǇƭŀȅǎΣ ǇŀƴǘƻƳƛƳŜǎΣ 
various dance shows and numerous community activities every year, all under this one roof. 

ά¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǾŜƴǳŜΤ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ  
community and local businesses will really come forward and help CATS to retain the building as a theatre 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΦέ 

  

The group are also hoping that funding will be boosted by a £6,000 award from NatWest Community Force 
who give the sum each month to the local community project which gains the most votes on their website. To 
vote for the Theatre Church campaign, visit communityforce.natwest.com/project/1026. Voting ends on      
October 23. 
  

¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŀŎŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ {ǘ DǊŜƎƻǊȅΩǎ /ƭǳōΣ ƛƴ CŀǊƴǿƻǊǘƘΣ ƻƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ муΦ ¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ 
cost £5, including a free £1 first bet, and are available by ringing 07900 223951. 
  

The Theatre Church is owned by Bolton Methodist circuit, however due to dwindling congregation numbers 
three churches τ Astley Bridge, Chorley Old Road and Halliwell τ will merge, with congregations moving to a 
new building on the site of the former Delph Hill Methodist Church in Chorley Old Road. 
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